A rapid method for diagnosis of the Lebanese allele in the low-density lipoprotein receptor gene.
The Lebanese allele in the low-density lipoprotein receptor gene is one of the alleles which results in the disease familial hypercholesterolemia. We describe a rapid method for detection of the Lebanese allele, using the polymerase chain reaction to amplify part of exon 13, intron 14 and all of exon 14. The amplified DNA is then digested with HinfI which distinguishes between the normal and Lebanese alleles. A previously unidentified HinfI site is described in the intron. HinfI fragments are separated using polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis, and visualized by ethidium bromide staining.